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On literary and art clubs established in Nanking

during the second half of the 16th century
Chuang, Shen
I.LH.P., Academia Sinica

Abstract

In 1519 and 1526, two literary clubs were founded in Chechiang Prov-
ince by retired high officials of the Ming court, Although a first literary club
had already been established in 1482 by a retired high official in Chiangsu
Province, since it was established over a century before,this club does not
seem to have had any influence on 16th-century literary clubs in the prov-
ince.

Then in 1571, the Ch’ing-hsi literary club was founded in Nanking.
Twenty-one poets, members as well as guests, took part in the founding as-
sembly of this club. Two years later, eight more new members attended its
second meeting. Aging from around twenty to seventy years of age, these club
members were mostly students and literary men with no offical position,
while a minority were active or retired officials.

The leaders of the Chinese literary world of poetry of the first half of
the 16th century, have been given the name of the former as well as Later
Seven Masters. Their poetic ideal was the classic form and style of T’ang
dynasty poetry. During the second half of the century, most of these masters
had passed away, only two of them remaining active in Nanking. In 1571, at
the time of the founding of the Ch’ing-hsi literary club, however, these two
masters happened to be absent. As a restult, none of the club members may
be said to have been influenced by these fourteen literary masters. Instead,
they were all rather inclined to adhere to naturalist expression in their work.
The founding of the Ch’ing-hsi literary club might in that aspect be regarded
as a sign of a turning point in the history of Ming poetry, as its leadership
passed from the hands of strong leaders into that of a number of less-estab-
lished poets of common class.

In 1568, the Nanking art club was established by Wang Wen-yao. Eigh-
teen menbers of this club were known as literary men as well as artists,
whose work as poet-painters has been amply documented. Under the
leadership of the Wu-school masters of Suchou, the mainstream of 15th and
16th-century Chinese painitng had been directed towards a revival of the



classic Sung and Yiian painting styles. Instead of being influenced by the
Suchou masters, the Nanking art club members, all young artists at the height
of their creative powers, tended rather towards naturalism in their pursuit of
a personal style of painting. While there is no evidence of any contact be-
tween members of the Ch’ing-hsi literary club and members of the Nanking
art club, their respective attitude towards poetry on the one hand, and
painting on the other, was unquestionably the same. This attitude reflects the
new spirit of the second half of the 16th century.
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