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Discussion on the Relationship Between the Imperial
and Folk Decoration Arts from mid-17th to
mid-18th Century:Two Objects by Chia-ting

Bamboo Carvers in the National Palace Museum
Chi, Jo-hsin
National Palace Museum

Abstract

Before the Manchurians ruled the empire, they had already established
the Imperial Household. Although the Shun-chih emperor eliminated it, upon
his death, the Imperial Household was restored. Furthermore, in the nine-
teenth year of K’ang-hsi’s rule(1680), the Workshops of the Imperial House-
hold were established in order to provide-the palace -with furniture, clothing,
accoutrements, gold and —jade, and various other objects. ‘Thirteen ‘years
later(K’ang-hsi 32), the' Workshops of '‘the Imperial 'Household 'began
porducing objects, expanding their many fields. But of them all, the emperor
preferred enamal ware, including porcelains with painted enamel, Sunghua
inkstones, and molded gourd wares.

In the early Yung-cheng reign, the Workshops of the Imperial House-
hold built the four storage spaces, established an archive and bagan regulating
their operations. The Yung-cheng emperor’s taste for objects tended towards
elegance and refinement, thus at this moment, the Soochow regional style was
most favored. Not long after the Ch’ieﬁ—lung emperor ascended the throne,
his preference grew for Canton-style carving, especially ivory works, which
were delicate, complex, often having parts linked by miniature chains. Objects
made in the Workshops of the Imperial Household, originally and fundamen-
tally Soochow in their inspiration, now slowl‘y took on a Canton flavor.

We can see the difference in styles in two objects in the National Pal-
ace Museum’s collection, the “Bamboo Tiger-taming Lohan,” probably by a
member of the Feng family or Shih T’ien-chang, a student of one of the
Fengs, and the “Ivory Landscape with Figures,” by Feng Shih-ch’i. While the
carving of former work is fine, it fully displays the style of the Feng
family, who excelled at carving bamboo shoot figures. The latter work, de-
spite its scholarly theme, is characterized by complex carving, manifesting the
Ch’ien-lung emperor’s taste. These objects tell us how, in the early Ch’ing
dynasty, while the emperor’s taste dictated which artisans would be brought
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to court, the artisans transported their regional styles, which in turn

influenced the emperor’s taste.

Keywords: Feng Shih-ch’idf i
Shih T’ien-chang}ifi K &=
Bamboo Tiger-taming Lohan BT R 55 &
Ivory Landscape with figuresBfiZR 7F L /K A4 /N
Imperial Household A % ¥
the Workshops of the Imperial Household A %5 i 3& 3% i

* The Chinese text of this article appears on page/\-Lthrough page——7~.



