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T’ang and Sung Dynasty Ceramics Unearthed in

Japan and Related Issues
Ming-liang Hsieh

National Taiwan University

Abstract

This article begins by investigating China’s ceramic wares recently unearthed
by archaeologists from Japan’s historical sites. It is believed that by the end of the
seventh century, Japan had already developed and interest in China’s ceramics. By
the first half of the eighth century, Japan had already imported large quantities of
T’ang san-ts’ai wares. From the study of both China’s archaeological data and doc-
umentary records, it is understood that the variety of T’ang san-ts’ai wares
unearthed in Japan probably originated from the same main source where the Japa-
nese acquired other goods and resources, which was Yang-chou, where many kinds
of commercial ceramic products were gathered. Moreover, it is believed that T’ang
san-ts’ai wares were one of China’s earliest traded ceramics. Ceramic wares
unearthed in Japan dating to the late T’ang period (ninth century), are mainly
celadon wares (green wares) from Yiieh kilns in Chechiang province, porcelain
from northern kilns, and wares from the Ch’ang-sha kilns in Hunan province.
Among these, celadon wares from the Yiieh kilns were mainly exported via Ming-
chou, while ch’ang-sha wares and porcelain from northern kilns generally went
through the port at Yang-chou. Although a significant number of Ch’ang-sha kilns
have been discovered around Yang-chou, and, as a whole, the variety of ceramics
from the late T’ang period was still closely bound up with Japan’s trade through
ports, surprisingly the number of ch’ang-sha wares found in Japan is small. From
this is may be inferred that, apart from the small number being related to the
quality of wares available at Ch’ang-sha kilns, it reflects Japan already displayed a
preference for certain wares. Furthermore, Japan’s tastes in ceramics changed and
became more apparent over time. By as late as the first half of the twelfth century,
Japan had already begun importing made-to-order wares from China that suited

their requirements. However, these specially ordered wares were limited in variety
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and number, for they still continued to import from neighbouring ports, China’s
ordinary wares in large numbers, while also still remaining selective of the available
types from these kilns. Interestingly, some wares were used by the Japanese in a
manner similar to that employed in China, while other wares were used in ways that
differed from their original purpose, giving them an alternative symbolic meaning
that they didn’t possess in China.

Keywords: Trade Ceramics & 5%
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T’ang San-ts'ai Ware J§ =%
Yiieh Ware 22
Xing Ware J2&
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* The author’s summary was translated by Veronica de Jong.
* The Chinese text of this article appears on page /\FL through —PHO.



