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The Art of the Amur River Basin’s Cliff Painting
Wan-lun Tung
Harbin Normal University

Abstract

This article thoroughly introduces and studies the cliff paintings discovered in
recent years at the Amur River basin. These paintings are: (1) the Amur River’s and
Ussari River’s early Sikachi-Alian painting, Sheremetyevo painting, and
Chortov-Plios painting; (2) the Mu-tan River’s late Tzu-erh-che-tzu painting; (3)
Ta-hsing-an-ling’s late Chiao-lao-ho-tao painting and A-niang-ni painting; and
(4) the Amur River’s late Sikachi-Alian painting and K’a-li-no- fu-k’a painting.

These cliff paintings are impressive art treasures left behind by the ancient
peoples of the Amur River basin. From these paintings it is possible to take a glimpse
at the ancient peoples’ material life and spiritual world: In terms of ar’;istic achieve-
ment, these paintings occupy a brilliant chapter in the history of ancient art.

In these paintings it is possible to detect the existence of a certain connection
with the ancient culture of the Amur River basin to the Liao culture of the State of
Yen and cultures from the western steppes of China. '

Moreover, it is perhaps possible to satisfactorily answer the puzzling question
of the origin of the Amur (meaning “black dragon”) River basin’s culture, by inves-
tigating the cliff paintings’ connotations.

Keywords: Cliff Painting i &
Amur River SBFEVL
Ussari River &#F B YT

* The author’s summary was translated by Veronica de Jong.
* The Chinese text of this article appears on page Ff.— through page /\[U.
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