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The Representation of Space in the Southern Sung
Landscape Paintings
v Pao-chen Chen
National Taiwan University

Abstract

Aiming at showing atmospheric quality in paintings, the Southern Sung
(1127-1279) artists experimented with six representational schemes for creating il-
lusionistic space ( liu-ytian 753 ) in their landscape paintings. They are high-dis-
tance (kao-yiian 5 3& ), deep-distance ( shen-yiian ¥ 3% ), level-distance ( p’ing-
yiian F-3& ), misty-distance ( mi-yiian 3% ), obscure-distance ( yu-yiian 3% ), and
open-distance ( k'uo-yiian f 3& ). The Southern Sung artists skillfully employed
these spatial devices and delicately manuevered principles of solid and void. By
doing so, they successfully created fantastic landscape patings characterized by sim-
ple forms, succinct calligraphic brushwork, and rich varieties of ink tones.

The stylistic development of the Southern Sung landscape paintings as such,
however, experienced three stages; each stage is represented by important paintings
of innovative artists. The first stage, ranging from the Kao-tsung & 5%to the Hsiao-
tsung 2 5% periods (1127-1189), was marked with paintings, such as Pavilion on the
Mountain (Shan-yao lo-kuan 11| JE##] ) by Hsiao Chao jif 8 (f1. early 12th c.) and
Old Trees by the Flowing Water (Ku-mu liu-ch’tian 5 K i 5 ) by Ma Ho-chih &
F12Z (fl. ca. 1131-1187). These two paintings are characterized by one-sided com-
positions, with an intention to create more void space for the picture. The second
stage, covering the Kuang-tsung Y 5%and the Ning-tsung 25 5% periods (1189-1224),
was distinguished with paintints,such as Egrets by the Snowy Brook (Hsiieh-t'an
shiiang-lu FEHEEFE ) by Ma Yian f3E (fl. ca. 1190-1224) and Freezing Birds on
Snow-covered Branches (Mu-hsiieh han-ch’in 25 £ % ) by Ma Lin 5 % (fL. ca.
1195-1264). Both paintings show strong innovative elements, such as using a one-
cornered composition, emphasizing the foreground scene, abbreviating the middle
ground, and simplifying the scene in distance. Such a device results in providing an
obscure sense of space from near to far and creates an atmospheric quality for the
visual effect. The third stage, expanding from the Li-tsung 5% period to the end of
the Southern Sung (1224-1279), was marked with paintings, such as Sunset (Hsi-
yang t'u %7 [5G ) by Ma Lin and A Clear and Remote View of Streams and Moun-
tains (Hsi-shan ch’ing-yiian ¥ 1% & ) by Hsia Kuei B B (fl. ca. 1195-1264). In
both paintings the void space overwhelms the solid, the images are created by taut
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economic brushwork, and the ink, fully saturated with water, shows rich tonal vari-
eties.

In the Hsi-shan scroll in particular, Hsia Kuei skillfully demonstrates his
talent in manipulating the six schemes of sptaial representations. At first, he em-
ployed the schemes of level-distance, high-distance, and deep-distance to represent
topographical varieties of different passages of scenery along the river. Then, with
the devices of misty-distance and obscure-distance, he organized all those passages
of scenes on a river with an open vista. As seen in the scroll, Hsia Kuei especially
favors in applying calligraphic brushwork and moist ink to create images. These
technical characteristics not only show his innovative aesthetic value but also reveal
a new direction for the development of Chinese landscape painting.

Keywords: Southern Sung painters F§ K& %
Sung landscape painting FA% LU 7K &
space %% [H]
Hsia Kuei B3
Ma Yiian Big
Hsiao chao jif 18
Ma Ho-chin B flZ
Ma Lin 5 %

* The Chinese text of this article appears on page/\=through—QOP.



