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The Formation of the Chinese Imperial Collection

under the Aegis of the Ch’ing Emperors
Lin-sheng Chang
National Palace Museum

Abstract

Among the great art collections of the world, the collection of the National
Palace Museum is unique. For despite dynastic changes and military upheavals, it
has managed not only to survive, indeed it has flourished for more than one thou-
sand years. There is no other collection in the world, either private or public, that
can boast such a long,albeit checkered history.

The holdings of the National Place Museum are composed pirmarily of the
imperial collections of the Ch’ing dynasty (1644-1911). Most of the collection was
housed within the imperial city, although works were also distributed to the
Shenyang Palace in Mukden, Liaoning Province, and to the Summer Mountain Re-
treat in Jehol. In 1912, the Republic of China was founded after the collapse of the
Ch'ing dynast dynasty in the Revolution of 1911. Despite their defeat, the members
of the fallen Manchu ruling house received preferential treatment and continued to
reside in the inner court of the Forbidden City. Indeed, they were treated like for-
eign dignitaries.

In 1914,the Bureau of Internal Affairs established the Exhibition Office of
Ancient Artifacts,which began to consolidate the collections in the Shenyang Palace,
the Jehol Summer Mountain Retreat,the Summer Place,in Peking,and the Ch'ing-i
Garden. The office organized the ancient bronzes,paintings,callingraphy,porcelans,
textiles,and imperial portraits housed in the Nan-hsun Hall and moved the entire
collection to the Wen-hsun Hall and moved the entire collection to the Wen-hua
and Wu-ying Halls in the outer court of the Forbidden City.An exhibition was the
mounted,marking the establishmment of a public museum.

In 1924,the Secretariat, the executive governing body, ruled that the former
Ch’ing emperor should vacate his quarters in the Forbidden City. The Committee
for the Disposition of the Ch’ing Imperial Household Possessions was also estab-
lished, its primary function being to examine and recored the cultural objects of the
Ch'ing imperial collection. On National Day, October 10 1925, the Palace Museum
was established inside the Forbidden City, and the art treasures that for centuries
had been hidden in the halls and palaces of the inner court for the exclusive
enjoyment of the emperors at last entered the public domain.



The present collection is based on one thousand years of Imperial Collecting.
However, a great portion owes much to the three Ch’ing dynasty emperors who
ruled successively from the second half of the 17th cent. to the 18th cent. In shaped
paper, I tried to trace how these three learned and dynamic sovereigns’ tastes this the
collection.

Keywords: Palace Museum collection #( = 14 Bt ik i
Ch'ing emperors J& 7
K’ang-hsi emperor J5 B
Yung-Cheng emperor % IE 77
Chien-lung emperor ¥ [&7
Hui-tsung emperor of Sung K& 7

* The Chinese text of this article appears on page—through/\—.



