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A New Study of the Inscriptions on Fu-Lii Dagger-
axes (Ke):With analysis of the names of metals

inscribed on cast objects
Huang Xi-quan
China Numismatic Museum

Abstract

In this study, I analyze two perplexing characters( a%v gy: ]f ound on a bronze
dagger-axe (ke). These characters have previously been studied and most scholars
have identified them to be the personal name of the person or family who commis-
sioned the work. In my study I have gathered and analyzed the various scholarly
discussions pertaining to these two characters to reach the conclusion that the char-
acters are fu-lii ( K88 ), similar to the fu-lii (JE[EM14% ) ~ ( @88 ) variants
found on various bronze inscriptions, and refer to the metals used in smelting the
particular work. In this study I also detail and explain the thirty-odd names
referring to types of metals that appear on bronze object inscriptions. I have found,
for instance, that kuang (' §% ) and p’u ('8 ) referto ores, lii (&%) and hsiu
to copper, hsi,( B () ) la ( 88 ) and ch’iao to tin ( &% ) and ch’iao to lead.
This work, I beleive, will provide a basis for future research on the metal and min-
eral composition of bronze objects.

Keywords: Fu-lii 5% 83
Fu-1{i variants
T’ung £
Hsi 7
Chien &
Hsui #&
Chiao
Ch'iao ¢5&
Kuang $t
Pru %

* The author’s summary was translated by Antonio C.Tavares.
* The Chinese text of this article appears on page7S=through-tPH.
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