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The Story of One minister of Tong-Lin Party

Betweew Recluse and Civil Service
Yang Rur-bin
Chinese Department, Tsing-hua University

Abstract

This essay is going to study on the significance of the five letters written by
Liou Chuang-Chou (1578-1645) and Wen Chen-Meng (1574-1636) collected by
Dingyuanzhai . The first three parts are the explication of the texts , the textual re-
search on the dates of writing and questions on the letter-receiver. We believe that
all of these letters were to one of Liou and Wen’s comrade Wang Yuan-Han (1565~
1633), and the dates should be during the end of the second year and the June of the
fifth year under the reign of Chu-Chen (1628-1644). The major-content was about
Wang’s return to his former official position. Wang, Liou and Wen were members of
the Tong-Lin Party. In the reign of Tien-ch’i, They were persecuted by the Euuch
Party led by Wei Chuang-Hsien and conscequently lost their official positions. Af-
ter Chu Yu-Chien purged eunchs out, members of the Tong-Lin Party were back to
their positions. However, Wang was excluded for his radical personality, and so he
wrote to his former comrades to ask for help. Liou and Wen replied that they had
done their best but in vain, and they took a quite pessimisstic view of the whole
political environment.

Nevertheless, although' the apparent content of Liou’s and Wen’s letters was
concerning their friend, the implicit significance was associated with the major
miscarriage of justice at the end of the Ming Dynasty-Yuan Ch'ung Hwan was put
to death unjustly, and this case was also connected to the main clue of the political
opposition during the same period-the long-term struggle between the Tong—Lih
Party and The Eunch Party. During the second and the third year of Chung-Chen’s
reign, the control of power shifted between the two Parties. Chu Yu-Chien started to
suspect the loyalty of members in the Tong-Lin Party, and then assigned important
positions to some courtiers who believed themselves independent from political
parties but in fact were chance-takers subjected to the emperor’s will. Members of
the Tong-Lin Party were helpless and depressed. The protagonists of these five

*The Chinese text of this article appears on page JUF.through ———.



letters were important figures in the early years of Chung- Chen’s reign; their
sufferrings in the affections and political struggles had precisely reflected the intel-
lectual trend of thoughts in this period.

Keywords: Tong-Lin Party AR
Liou Chuang-Chou 2|5
Wan Yuan-Han £ T8
Eunch Party %



