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A Study of ” Hsiu-yi ” from a Ma Shan Tomb

Chen Jian-liang
Department of Chinese
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

The word xiu (#% ) appeared in dictionaries of the ancient times meaning ma-
zhou (& #1) which was referred to as leather reins. However, the inscriptions on
both Jiang ling and Xian yang bamboo slips, which were recently unearthed, have
given evidence that the word xiu (#) is related neither to horses nor to things made
from leather in any way. Obviously, it is inadequate to fully make sense of what is
stated in ancient scrolls and scripts, simply on the basis of traditional interprétations
and explanations handed down from the past.

With the help of phonology and morphology, it is now known that the word
xiu (#k) actually can substitute the word xiu (%) in meaning: patterns of embroi-
dery on clothes. Back to 1982, an embroidered coat labelled as (§f4K) was discovered
in the “Chu tomb” in Ma Shan and literally referred to as xiu-yi (§74%), a particu-
larly small coat worn by a deceased person and designed out of a kind of underwear
known as ming-yi (Bi4X) worn after a bath.

This article was written by anazyzing materials inherited from ancient scrolls
and scripts, complemented with evidence advanced in archeology, to argue that the
word xiu () is equivalent to xiu (##) in meaning and also to look at the nature of
the embroidered coat (§f 1<) excavated in Ma Shan.

Keywords: Xiu-Yi#tik
ming-yi BAZK
Ma Shan 5 1L

* The Chinese text of this article appears on page 7~-tthrough LI o



