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An Investigation into the Studio Names and Alternate
Sobriquets of the Ming Dynasty Bibliophiles Yu Hong
and His Son Yu Bian and Their Book Collections”

Lai, Sin-hung "~

Abstract

Yu Hong and Yu Bian were bibliophiles who lived in Suzhou during the Zhengde
and Jiajing periods of the Ming dynasty, yet their book collections remain understudied.
Historically, Yu Kuanfu and Yu Hong were viewed as two different people; however,
by examining their studio names and alternate sobriquets, the present study identifies
them as actually being the same individual. Through Zhu Yunming’s correspondence
regarding the borrowing of Shuofu and biji fiction, this study explores the local fascination
with unofficial histories and biji novels. Analysis of extant bibliographical records and
colophons further reveals their collection’s strength in terms of rare editions of biji
fiction. Finally, by tracing the citations in Yu Bian’s compilations, such as Shangiao
xiayu, Yilaotang shihua, and Xu yishuo, the research here demonstrates how the scholarly
activities of father and son reflect the early circulation of Shuofiu, thereby providing a more
comprehensive understanding of the Yu family’s library.

Keywords: Yu Hong, Yu Bian, bibliophile, studio name and alternate sobriquet, Shuofu
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