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Treasures from Heaven:
A Special Exhibition of Artifacts from the Holy See

The Vatican City-State, surrounded by Rome in central ltaly, is
one of the most unique sovereign entities in the world. The
headquarters of the Holy See, it is where the Pope, as plenipoten-
tiary representative of God in the world, serves not only as ecclesi-
astical head of the Roman Catholic Church but also as its political
guide. The Pope is both a religious leader for Catholics and also a
great spiritual force whose influence remains a potent source for
many people in today's society. Materially speaking, the Holy See
has also received and inherited more than two millennia of precious
cultural artifacts related to the Catholic faith.

Liturgy, or the form in which public worship is conducted, has
always been an indispensable part of religion. The Catholic Church,
with its long history and rich traditions, has developed its own set of
refined and splendid worship services. Catholics continue to find
reverence for God, spiritual consolation, and religious doctrine in
these divine liturgical activities led by the Pope. The unigue
garments (vestments) and objects (hallows) used in these services
are both works of art and imbued with deep and sacred meaning.
Over the centuries, they have been stored in the Sacristy of the
Office for the Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff at the
Holy See. Except for the Pope wearing or using them for important
services throughout history, they have rarely been placed on public
display.

The Republic of China has enjoyed longstanding relations with
the Vatican. As evidence of such, the Nuntiatura Apostolica in Sinis
as the Holy See’s representative and the National Palace Museum
have actively cooperated to bring a precious set of sacred objects
from the Vatican to Taiwan for the first time. This special exhibition
is also a world’s first for such a major display of objects related to
the Pope to be presented outside the Vatican. The exhibit features
a group of sixty loan objects not only refined in craftsmanship but
also of beautiful splendor and sacred classicism, their rich contents
and background making them come to life with even greater
vividness. The display is divided into six sections for “The Holy
See,” “The Liturgical Year,” “The Altar,” “The Pope and History,”
“The Sacraments,” and “Catholicism Spreads East.” Together, they
present the close relationship between the liturgy of the Roman
Catholic Church and the Pope as well as the history and develop-
ment of Catholicism. In “Catholicism Spreads East,” the National
Palace Museum is also specially placing on display an object on

. loan from Fu Jen Catholic University along with books and

documents related to Catholics from the Museum collection.
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St. Peter's Basilica
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I The Holy See

Pope Francis, elected to the Papacy in 2013, has always empha-
sized harmony between Man and Nature. In the most recent encyc-
lical entitled Laudato si’ (“Praise Be to You”; May 24, 2015), Pope
Francis discusses the problems related to ecology and expresses
hope that people all over the world can follow the example of Saint
Francis of Assisi (1181-1226). By seeing themselves as part and
parcel of the universe that God created, people can thereby realize
the importance attached by the Holy See to environmental problems
facing the world today. At the same time, Pope Francis also
announced that from 8 December 2015 (Feast of the Immaculate
Conception) to 20 November 2016 (Feast of Christ the King) an
“Extraordinary Jubilee” would be held and known as the “Jubilee of
Mercy.” At the start of the Jubilee on December 8, the Pope followed
tradition and opened the Great Door at Saint Peter's Basilica to
mark its beginning.
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Interior of St. Peter’s Basilica
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II The Pope and History

Jesus appointed His first disciple, Peter, and those who followed
him, to receive the Keys of Heaven and serve as head of the
apostles, thereby inaugurating the institution of the Pope and the
authority of the Holy See. In developments over the centuries, the
Pope became leader of the Roman Catholic Church and sovereign
of the city-state at the Vatican. In 1274, after the Second Council of
Lyon, the custom for the Pope to be elected by cardinals
commenced. And in elections held at the Sistine Chapel since
1492, being Pope has been a lifelong position. In the eleventh
century, Pope Gregory VIl (1021-1085) also instituted a series of
reforms that saw the Holy See begin to take an active part in
international affairs and promoting Church ideas. In terms of
international relations, it maintained a more detached and neutral
position, emphasizing the common rights and dignity of all people
in the world. The objects in liturgical ceremonies presided over by
the Pope are particularly rich and deep in meaning. The “Keys of
St. Peter,” for example, represent the Pope's inheritance of authori-
ty from Peter, while the three crowns of the papal tiara symbolize
the three authorities (triregnum) of the Pope as father of kings,
governor of the world, and Vicar of Christ. Selected for this section
of the display are the tiaras, garments, accessories, and other ritual
objects of thirteen Popes, which are of incomparable sacredness
as far as Catholics are concerned.

LIl The Liturgical Year

The Catholic year, traditionally divided into seasons, is also known
as the “liturgical year.” The seasons include such well-known
celebrations as Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost, which commem-
orate major events in the life of Jesus Christ. The seasons are as
follows:

Advent: Spanning about four weeks, it marks the period leading up to
the birth of Jesus.

Christmas Time: This period extends from Christmas to the baptism of
Jesus, commemorating and celebrating the birth of Christ.

Lent: This period of about six weeks before Easter includes spiritual
preparations on the part of the individual.

Paschal Triduum: The focus and peak of the liturgical year, these
three days are considered the holiest. The goal is to help the
faithful commemorate and spiritually participate in the passion,
death, and resurrection of Jesus.
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Easter Time: This period from Easter to Pentecost is a celebration of fifty
days.

Ordinary Time: The first period takes place after Christmas and lasts about
four to eight weeks. The second one occurs after Easter and spans
about six months.

This section of the display features special garments (chasubles,
stoles, etc.), tiaras, and other accessories used by Popes over the
ages during celebrations during the liturgical year. They also include
such liturgical objects as a monstrance, amphora, and crosses.

IV The Altar

Most altars in the Catholic faith are made of stone and represent
the major space where important liturgical ceremonies are held in the
church, serving also to symbolize the presence of Jesus’ body. The
altar is also the “Lord’s Table” for sacred ceremonies held during the
Sacrifice of the Mass. At the table, the priest takes unleavened bread
and wine that has been consecrated and turns them into the body and
blood of Jesus Christ to become the life-sustaining sustenance and
spiritual drink for believers. The candles on and beside the altar stand
for how Jesus brought light to a darkened world. The Lord’s Table is
also naturally an emotional reminder for the faithful of Jesus and the
Last Supper with His disciples and the great unconditional sacrifice of
His life for sinners.

V The Sacraments

The sacraments refer to the seven most important rituals in Roman
Catholicism. Through the sacraments, followers are able to experi-
ence the true presence of God and receive His grace. These seven
rituals are:

1. Baptism (Christening): The ritual cleansing of the original sin, it marks
the entrance of a person into the family of Catholics.

2. Confirmation (Chrismation): Those baptized are then admitted into
the grace of God, serving to solidify their belief while testifying to God's love.

3. Eucharist (Communion): In this sacrament, the Catholic partakes of
the body and blood of Jesus Christ and joins in union with Him.

4. Confession (Penance): With God’s forgiveness of a believer’s sins, he
or she is able to become closer to God and others.

5. Anointing the Sick: Through the grace of God, the body and soul of the believer
can expenence relief from suffering and even comfort and healing.

6. Matrimony (Sacramental Marriage): The union of a man and a woman
means committing to a love marked by self-sacnfice, agreeing to enter info a
covenant of lifelong care for each other.
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Reliquary and relic of St. Francis
Xavier (1506-1552)

7. Ordination: This is the sacrament in which male Catholics are ordained
as bishops and priests dedicated to the ecumenical service of all people
in the name of God. monstrances, amphoras, and others.

In the Sacristy of the Pope are various liturgical objects that have
been used by him to carry out the sacraments, including chalices,
patens, ciboria, bells, bugias, ewers, monstrances, amphoras, and
others.

VI Catholicism Spreads East

St. Francis Xavier (1506-1552) was one of the seven co-founders
of the Jesuit order in the Catholic Church. In 1540, after Pope Paul
Il (1468-1549) formally approved the Society of Jesus, Xavier was
asked by King John IIl (1502-1557) of Portugal to travel to the East
and spread the faith. Thereafter, Catholicism took root in India,
Malacca of Malaysia and the Moluka Islands in Indonesia, and as far
away as Japan. In 1552, however, Xavier died of illness on Shangc-
huan Island off the coast of Guangdong before having the chance to
set foot on the Chinese mainland to commence missionary work.

In the thirty years following Xavier’s death, the Chinese coast and
waters suffered from incursions by Japanese and local pirates, so
the Ming dynasty government implemented a ban on private
maritime activity, making it impossible for Catholic priests to enter
China and preach. In 1573, Alessandro Valignano (1539-1606) as
Visitor of Missions in the East was opposed to the idea of directly
preaching. Instead, he advocated European missionaries prepare
by learning native languages and becoming familiar with local
customs and manners. Nine years later, in December of 1582, the
missionaries Michele Ruggieri (1543-1607) and Matteo Ricci
(1552-1610) were finally able to successfully land at Zhaoqing in
Guangdong and “Xianhua Temple” was established. Over the years,
Ricci was stationed in such places as Shaozhou, Nanchang,
Nanjing, and Beijing, where he passed away. During his stay in
China, he associated with Chinese literati and adopted a policy of
spreading Catholicism via the study of \Western learning. He worked
with the scholar-official Xu Guanggi (1562-1633) and others in
translating books on Western knowledge into Chinese, introducing
such topics popular in Europe at the time as natural philosophy,
music, calendrical studies, and mathematics. Ricci and the mission-
aries who came after him not only increased the religious influence
of Catholicism in China but also actively expanded mutual exchange
in knowledge between East and West.
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