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The style of a century —classical imitation and innovation of the imperial

ware of emperor Qianlong during the Ch’ing Dynasty
Abstract

Emperor Qianlong’s life extends across 18th century.(1711-1799). Compared to his
predecessors, both emperors of K’ang-his and Yung-cheng, especially during his
reign of six decades (1736-1795), Qianlong molded the ceramic china into an artform
of unprecedented scale which incorporates knowledge and skills accumulated from
his father and grandfather.

Ceramics as part of the apex of the emperor’s reign, academic of earlier era believes
was led by supervisor Tang-ying (1682-1756), whose persistence in making the craft
into an artform and enabled Qianliong period china’s classical imitation and
innovation of the royal kiln to the level of excellence. However, recent interpretation
of poems which praises ceramics production during the Qianlong period and official
documentations of the royal household permitted the academic world to sort out
Qianlong’s acquired knowledge of antique china and the acquired ability to appreciate
as a connoisseur. Furthermore, Ch’ing court documentation indicates 18t century
Chinese emperor or him as the center of the royal court as essential core of ceramic
design. Qianlong took part in designing and affected the making of various types of
vessels; evidently present the possibility of a regal domination of the royal kiln.

This project be base upon newly gathered information resulting from previous
researches, with reference to Ch’ing court documents to observe the element of
classical imitation and innovations visible from the Qianlong’s collection of china at
the National Palace Museum in Taipei. The element which effect the 18th century
court vessels made by the royal kiln of emperor Qianlong will also be researched to
further understand whether it was accomplished with skillful projections under the
Ch’ing court’s cultural policies, or was it the result due to the interactions and
intercommunion amongst Asian and European nations?
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