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Abstract

The Map of Gansu Region is one of the three Ming dynasty’s Gansu Military Region border defence maps collected in the National Palace Museum. The map is drawn in colour on paper with size of 179 cm height and 239 cm width. With its characters of typical government edition of Ming dynasty, it is a precious relic. The map was made between 1480 and 1488 (i.e. the sixteenth year of Chenghua reign—first year of Hongzhi reign). Since its provenance is Qing’s Grand Secretariat and has Ming government edition style, perhaps it was submitted from some border officials to the Ministry of War. The main function includes description of defence configure, fortress, mail roads and official notes on the map might be primary source that could help us to clarify related recordings.
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