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Special Exhibition of Rare Books and Historical Documents

Mapping the Imperial Realm: an Exhibition
of Ancient Maps

Exhibition Area | (Main Building): Gallery 104
Exhibition: 2012.12.29-2013.03.31

Maps originated in pictorial depiction, which as visual representations was used in remote
fimes to convey messages or fo pursue artistic expressions. From the Neolithic cave walls or
pottery many man-made images have remained to show such early mental pursuits and
serve as records of actual lives. Later during the development of graphical imitation skills,
some came to use simple lines to depict what they perceived of their geographical sur-
roundings, gradually lending a practical aspect to the art and concept of pictorial represen-
tation, and eventually giving rise to the art of mapmaking.

This exhibition includes a carefully chosen selection from the National Palace Museum'’s col-
lection of Ming and Qing dynasty maps of river, mountain, and sea boundaries, divided into
three categories: “Rivers in Maps” “Origin of the Four Seas,” and “A Thousand Miles around
the Capital,” which express the tradition and technical excellence of map making in the pe-
riod, as well as reflecting the issues of the era.

King Wu Ding and Lady Hao: Art and
Culture of the Late Shang Dynasty

Exhibition Area Il (Library Building): First Floor
Exhibition Dates: 2012.10.19-2013.02.19 2:00am-5:00pm

The 23" ruler of the Shang Dynasty, King Wu Ding (c. 1200 BCE), and his wife, Lady Hao, are
an exceptional couple in China’s long history, though it was not until the 20™ century that
their story was told.

From historical records, inscriptions on oracle bones, and archeological evidence an image
of Wu Ding began to form, painting the king as a royal sage, venerated religious figure, and
an abundantly inquisitive soul. During Wu Ding'’s reign, through military force or trade, the
Shang dynasty entered a period of unprecedented prosperity. From the precious gifts and
oracle bone inscriptions found in Lady Hao's fomb, emerged the story of a woman who was
not only a wife, mother, and queen, but also a general and priestess, thus expressing the de-
cisive role she played during her husband'’s reign.

A great amount of oracle bone inscriptions from this period have survived; besides providing
precious records of early Chinese history, we can also see evidence of the Chinese charac-
ters, we know and use today, in their original form and meaning.

This exhibition integrates history and language research from Academia Sinica with archeo-
logical research the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and includes pieces from the
Henan Cultural Relic Office, Royal Ontario Museum, National Museum of Scotland as well as
the National Palace Museum’s own collection. Through historical documents, oracle bone
inscriptions, and archeologically excavated cultural relics, we can portray the 3,000 year old
story of Wu Ding and Lady Hao, the prosperity and strength of the Shang dynasty, and the
abundant vitality of Chinese characters.
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2013 Winter Workshops

We welcome everyone to participate in our 2013 Winter Workshop, which will be held from
January 31 to February 2, 2013. For details on course content and how to register, please pay
attention for the latest information posted on the NPM website.
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Saturday Night at NPM

Want to experience a different kind of fun ? Join us at Saturday Night at NPM. Enjoy the intel-
lectual entertainment and relaxing beauty of the National Palace Museum under the moon-
light. The NPM is free on Saturday night from 18:30-20:30. After 18:00 on Saturday’s, join us in
Exhibition Area Bl for fun art activities.

Website: http:// www.npm.gov.tw
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Address No. 221, Sec. 2, Zhishan Rd., Shilin Dist., Taipei City 11143, Taiwan (R.O.C.)
Telephone 886-2-2881-2021 Fax 886-2-2882-1440
Web http://www.npm.gov.tw Facebook http://facebook.com/npmgov
Hours Open daily from 8:30 a.m. fo 6:30 p.m.

Friday and Saturday, extended hours from 6:30 p.m. fo 9:00 p.m.

(Free admission for Taiwan Nationals upon presenting ID)

Admission

Exhibition Area I:

m Adults: NT$160

= Military, Police, and Students (with Student I.D.): NT$80

m Group Ticket: NT$100 per person (min. 10 people)

m Admission for children (under school age), senior citizens (65+), the handicapped and one accompanying
person is free

Joint Admission with Shung Ye Museum of Formosan Aborigines
m Adults: NT$250
m Students: NT$130

NPM and Miramar Entertainment Park Ferris Wheel Joined Ticket
m Regular joint tickets NT$250, preferential discount ticket NT$170. (purchases can be made in cash only)
m Admittance to the Main Exhibition Hall of the NPM and to the Miramar Entertainment Park Ferris Wheel

Public Transportation

m MRT - Take the Danshui Line to Shihlin Station and transfer to Buses 255, 304, 815, Red 30 (low-floor bus), or S 18, 19.

» MRT Wenhu (brown) line: Disembark at Dazhi Station and switch to bus Brown 13; Disembark at Jiannan
Station and switch to bus Brown 20.

m Buses to and from Taoyuan International Airport stop at the Minquan West Road MRT station and the Hsing
Tien Temple.

Chang Dai-ch’ien’s Residence

m Open Tuesday to Sunday except national holidays. Please apply online 1 week in advance at http://www.
npm.gov.tw

m Address: No. 2, Lane 342, Sec. 2, Zhishan Rd., Shilin Dist., Taipei City 11143, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

m Website: http://www.npm.gov.tw/exh96/dai-chien/ch01.html

Zhishan Garden

m Traditional Chinese Garden (open Tuesday to Sunday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.).

m Admission: NT$20.

m Visitors with any NPM ticket can also use their ticket stubs on the same day of purchase for entrance to the
Chih-shan Garden at no extra cost.



Free Daily Guided Tours of the Main Hall

Please gather in front of the audio guide counter on first floor of Exhibition Area I. The tour will leave promptly
at the designated time.

m Chinese Tours (Main Hall): 9:30am, 10:00am and 2:30pm, 4:30pm

m English Tours (Main Hall): 10:00am and 3:00pm

m Taiwanese Tours: Application is required. For more information please phone (02) 2881-2021 ext. 8487

Group Tour System

m Groups of 10 or more are required to use the NPM Group Tour System at NT$20 per person. Please call to
make a reservation and purchase the tickets as well as pick up the Group Tour System on the day of visit
at the admission counter on floor B1.

m For more information, please call 02-2883-3172 or 02-2883-3277, 02-2883-3200

Audio Tour Renting Service
m To rent an audio player for tour guidance in Mandarin Chinese, English, Japanese or Korean, please visit
the Audio Information Desk in Exhibition Area I. NT$100 per each audio player.

Tours and Services for the Handicapped

m The Museum offers special group tours for physically or mentally challenged visitors. (02-28812021 ext. 8487)
m Wheelchairs are available at the Main Hall (Exhibition Area I) First Floor checkroom.

m Group tours for the visually impaired, please call 02-2881-2021 ext. 2802

Library
m The Library Building (Exhibition Area Il) opens every Monday to Saturday from 9am to Spm; it is closed on
Sundays and national holidays.

Phone number: 0800-009-609 Printing: Published by the National Palace Museum
Website: http://www.pcc.gov.tw ISSN: 1011-9086
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In joining the sustainability movement, the museum will be reducing the
quantity of paper NPM Newsletters. We invite you to join the NPM Web
Member Center at hitp://www.npm.gov.tw/emembers/emembers01.htm
where you will receive a bimonthly NPM e-Newsletfter, which provides the
“Latest News,”  “Exhibition Information,”  “Educational Activities,” and
other information. If you would like to continue receiving a paper copy
of “NPM Newsletter” for the time being, please reply via mail or email
fo re_pnl@npm.gov.tw with your name, telephone number, address, and
email in one week. Please join us in our movement for a greener earth. We
thank you for your support.






